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STATE OF OHIO (DAS) 
CLASSIFICATION 
SPECIFICATION 

CLASSIFICATION SERIES: 
Water Plant Operator 

SERIES NO.: 
5464 

MAJOR AGENCIES: 
Natural Resources – Burr Oak Water Treatment Facility only     

EFFECTIVE DATE: 
02/26/2012 

SERIES PURPOSE: 
The purpose of the water plant operator occupation is the operation & maintenance of the burr oak water treatment facility 
which supplies drinking water to approximately 14,000 persons in Athens, Hocking, Morgan & Perry counties.  
 
At the two lowest levels, incumbents receive training or assist higher-level operators.  
 
At the operator levels, incumbents operate & maintain Burr Oak water systems & in some cases perform chemical tests, 
or act as a lead worker.  
 
This classification is for use by the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Burr Oak Water Treatment Facility only. 
 
CLASS TITLE CLASS NUMBER PAY RANGE EFFECTIVE 
Water Plant Aide 54640 06 01/09/2005 
 
CLASS CONCEPT:   
The entry level class works under immediate supervision & requires some knowledge of Burr Oak water systems in order 
to assist in operations of Burr Oak water system. 
 
 
CLASS TITLE CLASS NUMBER PAY RANGE EFFECTIVE 
Water Plant Operator-In-Training 54641 08 11/23/1997 
 
CLASS CONCEPT:   
The developmental level class works under close supervision & requires some knowledge of Burr Oak water systems in 
order to receive training in operation of Burr Oak water system. 
 
 
CLASS TITLE CLASS NUMBER PAY RANGE EFFECTIVE 
Water Plant Operator 1 54642 28 11/23/1997 
 
CLASS CONCEPT:   
The first operator level class works under close supervision & requires working knowledge of Burr Oak water systems in 
order to operate & maintain Burr Oak water system equipment (e.g., valves, pumps, chemical feeders, mixers, sludge 
collection equipment, filters). 
 
 
CLASS TITLE CLASS NUMBER PAY RANGE EFFECTIVE 
Water Plant Operator 2 54643 29 11/23/1997 
 
CLASS CONCEPT:   
The second operator level class works under general supervision & requires working knowledge of Burr Oak water 
systems in order to operate & maintain Burr Oak water system equipment (e.g., valves, pumps, chemical feeders, mixers, 
sludge collection equipment, filters) & perform chemical tests on raw & finished water. 
 
 
CLASS TITLE CLASS NUMBER PAY RANGE EFFECTIVE 
Water Plant Operator 3 54644 30 11/23/1997 
 
CLASS CONCEPT:   
The third operator level class works under direction & requires considerable knowledge of Burr Oak water systems in 
order to operate & maintain Burr Oak water system equipment (e.g., valves, pumps, chemical feeders, mixers, sludge 
collection equipment, filters) in order to act as lead worker (e.g., provide work direction & training) over lower-level water 
plant operators. 
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CLASS TITLE  CLASS NUMBER B. U. EFFECTIVE PAY RANGE 
Water Plant Aide 54640 06 01/09/2005 06 
 
JOB DUTIES IN ORDER OF IMPORTANCE: (These duties are illustrative only.  Incumbents may perform some or 
all of these duties or other job-related duties as assigned.) 
Under immediate supervision from higher-level operator, assists in operation of Burr Oak water system (i.e., assists in 
operation & maintenance of valves, pumps, chemical feeders, mixers, sludge collection equipment, filters) & checks 
distribution system for leaks, operation of booster stations & security of storage tanks & pipelines.  
 
Maintains equipment (e.g., repairs water line breaks, pumps, chlorinators, meters & motors; assists in installation of 
valves, pipes & fittings); performs electrical, plumbing & construction repairs; locates & marks pipeline for contractors & 
utility companies working in vicinity of water lines; performs general grounds keeping & housekeeping at plant & along 
distribution pipeline; reads service meters for billing purposes.  
 
Under close supervision, performs daily chemical tests (e.g., alkalinity, hardness, ph, chlorine) on water; takes samples & 
sends to designated laboratory for biological & other analysis; maintains records & prepares reports on tests performed, 
chemicals used, repairs & related maintenance.  
 
Performs general facilities maintenance (e.g., paints building & equipment); operates hand & power tools (e.g., 
lawnmower, hedge cutter); loads & unloads trucks; mows grass; trims hedges. 
 
 
MAJOR WORKER CHARACTERISTICS:   
Knowledge of state & federal guidelines pertaining to water plant operations*; occupational, safety & health administration 
regulations pertaining to water treatment plants*.  Skill in operation & maintenance of Burr Oak water system (e.g., valves, 
pumps, chemical feeders, mixers, sludge collection equipment, filters)*; operation of power equipment & hand tools (e.g., 
lawn mowers, backhoe, skid steer, hedge cutters).  Ability to calculate fractions, decimals & percentages; maintain 
accurate records; recognize unusual or threatening conditions & take appropriate action.  
  (*)Developed after employment. 
 
MINIMUM CLASS QUALIFICATIONS FOR EMPLOYMENT:  
Formal education in arithmetic that includes fractions, decimals & percentages; 3 mos. trg. or 3 mos. exp. in Burr Oak 
water system safety practices & procedure; 3 mos. trg. or 3 mos. exp. in operation of hand or power tools (e.g., mowers, 
hedge trimmers).  Valid commercial driver's license is required if motor equipment is of type & size regulated by section 
4506.01 & 4506.12 of Ohio revised code. 
 
 
TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT REQUIRED TO REMAIN IN THE CLASSIFICATION AFTER EMPLOYMENT:   
Not applicable. 
 
 
UNUSUAL WORKING CONDITIONS:   
Exposed to plant & booster station noise; confined to work area (i.e., meter pit, trench); exposed to dangerous chemicals. 
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CLASS TITLE  CLASS NUMBER B. U. EFFECTIVE PAY RANGE 
Water Plant Operator-In-Training 54641 06 11/23/1997 08 
 
JOB DUTIES IN ORDER OF IMPORTANCE: (These duties are illustrative only.  Incumbents may perform some or 
all of these duties or other job-related duties as assigned.) 
Under close supervision from higher-level operator, receives training in operation of Burr Oak water system (i.e., receives 
training in operation & maintenance of valves, pumps, chemical feeders, mixers, sludge collection equipment &/or filters).  
 
Receives training in maintenance & repair of water distribution & storage system to include line valves, meters, tanks & 
telemetry; assists in reading water meters & field locates lines & valves.  
 
Receives training in administration of chemical tests on raw & finished water & records results; assists in preparation of 
maintenance records (e.g., repairs, chemicals used, tests performed).  
 
Performs general maintenance (e.g., paints building & equipment; operates backhoe & dump truck to haul power 
equipment); loads & unloads trucks; mows grass; trim hedges. 
 
 
MAJOR WORKER CHARACTERISTICS:  
Knowledge of state & federal guidelines pertaining to water plant operations*; occupational, safety & health administration 
regulations pertaining to water treatment plants*.  Skill in operation & maintenance of Burr Oak water system (e.g., valves, 
pumps, chemical feeders, mixers, sludge collection equipment, filters)*; operation of power equipment & hand tools (e.g., 
lawn mowers, backhoe, skid steer, hedge cutters).  Ability to calculate fractions, decimals & percentages; maintain 
accurate records; recognize unusual or threatening conditions & take appropriate action.  
  (*)Developed after employment. 
 
MINIMUM CLASS QUALIFICATIONS FOR EMPLOYMENT:  
Formal education in arithmetic that includes fractions, decimals & percentages; 6 mos. trg. or 6 mos. exp. in operation of 
power tools (e.g., mower, hedge trimmer); 3 mos. trg. or 3 mos exp. in Burr Oak water system safety practices & 
procedures.  Valid commercial driver's license is required if motor equipment is of type & size regulated by section 
4506.01 & 4506.12 of Ohio revised code. 
 
 
TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT REQUIRED TO REMAIN IN THE CLASSIFICATION AFTER EMPLOYMENT:    
Must secure class 1 water plant operator's license within 15 mos.  from date of next EPA certification test (not to exceed 
21 months from date of hire).  Next single license must be received following each additional test offered by EPA until all 
appropriate licenses facility rating; continued employment contingent upon successfully securing appropriate license; 
upon completion of probation & possession of appropriate license, shall automatically be reassigned to 52642, Water 
Plant Operator 1. 
 
 
UNUSUAL WORKING CONDITIONS:  
Exposed to booster station noise; tight & confined work area (i.e., meter pit, trench); exposed to dangerous chemicals. 
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CLASS TITLE  CLASS NUMBER B. U. EFFECTIVE PAY RANGE 
Water Plant Operator 1 54642 06 11/23/1997 28 
 
JOB DUTIES IN ORDER OF IMPORTANCE: (These duties are illustrative only.  Incumbents may perform some or 
all of these duties or other job-related duties as assigned.) 
Operates & maintains Burr Oak water system (e.g., valves, pumps, chemical feeders, mixers, sludge collection 
equipment, filters).  
 
Performs routine maintenance & repair of water distribution & storage system to include line valves, meters, tanks & 
telemetry; reads water meters, locates lines & valves. 
 
 
MAJOR WORKER CHARACTERISTICS:  
Knowledge of state & federal guidelines pertaining to water plant operations; occupational, safety & health administration 
regulations pertaining to water treatment plants*.  Skill in operation & maintenance of Burr Oak water system (e.g., valves, 
pumps, chemical feeders, mixers, sludge collection equipment, filters).  Ability to calculate fractions, decimals & 
percentages, maintain accurate records, recognize unusual or threatening conditions & take appropriate action.  
 
  (*)Developed after employment. 
 
MINIMUM CLASS QUALIFICATIONS FOR EMPLOYMENT:  
Current Class 1 water treatment plant operator's license per chapter 3745-7 of Ohio administrative code. 
 
 
TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT REQUIRED TO REMAIN IN THE CLASSIFICATION AFTER EMPLOYMENT:  
Not applicable. 
 
 
UNUSUAL WORKING CONDITIONS:  
Not applicable. 
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CLASS TITLE  CLASS NUMBER B. U. EFFECTIVE PAY RANGE 
Water Plant Operator 2 54643 06 11/23/1997 29 
 
JOB DUTIES IN ORDER OF IMPORTANCE: (These duties are illustrative only.  Incumbents may perform some or 
all of these duties or other job-related duties as assigned.) 
Operates & maintains Burr Oak water system (e.g., valves, pumps, chemical feeders, mixers, sludge collection 
equipment, filters) & performs chemical tests on raw & finished water.  
 
Performs routine maintenance & repair of water distribution & storage system to include line valves, meters, tanks & 
telemetry; reads water meters & locates lines & valves in-field.  
 
Maintains records on maintenance work performed, repairs made, chemicals used & tests performed.  
 
Paints buildings & equipment; loads & unloads trucks; mows grass; trims hedges. 
 
 
MAJOR WORKER CHARACTERISTICS:  
Knowledge of state & federal guidelines pertaining to water plant operations*; occupational, safety & health administration 
regulations pertaining to water treatment plants*.  Skill in operation & maintenance of Burr Oak water system (e.g., valves, 
pumps, chemical feeders, mixers, sludge collection equipment, filters); operation of chemical testing equipment on raw & 
finished water. Ability to calculate fractions, decimals & percentages, maintain accurate records, recognize unusual or 
threatening conditions & take appropriate action.  
  (*)Developed after employment. 
 
MINIMUM CLASS QUALIFICATIONS FOR EMPLOYMENT:  
Current Class 2 water treatment plant operator's license per chapter 3745-7 of Ohio administrative code. 
 
 
TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT REQUIRED TO REMAIN IN THE CLASSIFICATION AFTER EMPLOYMENT:  
Not applicable. 
 
 
UNUSUAL WORKING CONDITIONS:  
Not applicable. 
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CLASS TITLE  CLASS NUMBER B. U. EFFECTIVE PAY RANGE 
Water Plant Operator 3 54644 06 11/23/1997 30 
 
JOB DUTIES IN ORDER OF IMPORTANCE: (These duties are illustrative only.  Incumbents may perform some or 
all of these duties or other job-related duties as assigned.) 
Acts as lead worker (e.g., provides work direction & training & ensures proper operation & maintenance of Burr Oak water 
plant) over lower- level water plant operators, instructs lower-level water plant operators in operation & maintenance 
procedures & ensures that proper quantity of water treatment chemicals are available.  
 
Performs chemical tests on raw & finished water; records results; operates & maintains Burr Oak water plant (e.g., valves, 
pumps, chemical feeders, mixers, sludge collection equipment); maintains records of maintenance work & repairs, 
quantities of chemicals & tests performed.  
 
Paints buildings, equipment & supplies; loads & unloads trucks; mows grass;  trims hedges. 
 
 
MAJOR WORKER CHARACTERISTICS:  
Knowledge of employee training & development*;  budgeting*; human resources planning*; state & federal guidelines 
pertaining to water plant operations; occupational, safety & health administration regulations pertaining to water treatment 
plants*.  Skill in operation & maintenance of Burr Oak water system (e.g., valves, pumps, chemical feeders, mixers, 
sludge collection equipment, filters); operates chemical testing equipment on raw & finished water. Ability to calculate 
fractions, decimals & percentages, maintain accurate records, recognize unusual or threatening conditions & take 
appropriate action.  
  (*)Developed after employment. 
 
MINIMUM CLASS QUALIFICATIONS FOR EMPLOYMENT:  
Current Class 3 water treatment plant operator's license per chapter 3745-7 of Ohio administrative code;  6 mos. trg. or 6 
mos. exp. in state & federal guidelines pertaining to operation & maintenance of water plant systems.  
 
-Or equivalent of Minimum Class Qualifications For Employment noted above may be substituted for the experience 
required, but not for the mandated licensure. 
 
 
TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT REQUIRED TO REMAIN IN THE CLASSIFICATION AFTER EMPLOYMENT:  
Not applicable. 
 
 
UNUSUAL WORKING CONDITIONS:  
Not applicable. 


